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be divinely inspired Scriptures, who can wonder that, in
their desire to obtain for their dying friends the unso^glo
able blessedness promised, the Hindus should act in a
manner that at first sight seems to indicate the absence
of all human feeling ? Where these statements are
believed it is the greatest charity to a sick friend to
place him in such favourable circumstances, even though
they may increase his pain and materially shorten his
present earthly life. In addition to these authoritative
texts are stories commonly told, and as implicitly
believed, all tending in the same direction. On the
banks of the Bhagirathi,* there grew a stately banyan
tree, in whose ample foliage a paddy-bird had made her
nest. On a certain day the tree was blown down by a
storm. The bird was destroyed, and its bones buried
in the deep channel of the Ganges. In its next trans-
migration the bird was taken to heaven, because
its bones had been deposited in the river, and became
one of Indra's queens. But her residence there extended
only to the time taken in the decomposition of her
bones. As the day approached for her return to earth,
Indra told her she could be born in any form she wished.
She chose to come as an elephant, because its bones
being of an immense size, they would occupy^a long
time in decomposing.

Such is the teaching of the books ; what is the common
practice ? " Whenever the disease of a patient arrives
at such a stage as, according to the judgment of the
doctors, renders any further attempt for his recovery
fruitless, the first thing that is suggested to his friends
and relatives, as a matter of duty, is to carry him to the
banks of the river, or, to use the homely phrase of the
natives, ' to give him to'Ganga.' Here we must observe
* Another name of Ganga.